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Interpretation of the Word 

 

From time to time I have been asked what I believe 
constitutes legitimate biblical interpretation. It is a 
reasonable question given the fact that men draw a 
multitude of beliefs from the same pages of scripture. 
Therefore, below are some tips on reading and 
understanding the bible.  

First of all, it is important that we do not spend too 
much time trying to interpret scripture. After all, it is the 
study of God’s Word, not its interpretation, to which we 
are called (2 Timothy 2: 15). While it may seem there is 
a fine line between interpretation and study, it is 
reasonable that we should, at the very least, embrace 
those teachings found in scripture that are presented in a 
plain and direct fashion. For those who are prepared to 
devote the necessary time, God has delivered His Word 
in a manner that makes clear those things He desires for 
us to know. Individuals who are willing to apply 
themselves will find the words of the Bible relatively 
easy to understand and certainly sufficient to deliver 
God’s message. 

That is not to say that interpretation may be 
completely dismissed since, at times, the Bible demands 
it. Certainly the parables call for interpretation. 
However, when we must rely on interpretation, it is 
important that we apply legitimate interpretive principles 
both methodically and consistently. The same standards 
used to understand other literature should be applied to 
scripture. It is critical that we consider the context of the 
passage under consideration, the original intent of the 
author or speaker, and the meaning the hearers would 
have reasoned at the time a statement was made. We 
must never allow our own beliefs to lead the way in 
interpretation. 

Furthermore, we have no reason to force 
interpretation upon the straightforward teaching found in 
the instructive writings of the apostles. While Jesus 
spoke mystically at times, that mystique was pertinent 

only for those who lived prior to the church age 
(Matthew 13: 10-12). We have been offered a much 
better understanding of Jesus’ teaching than were those 
who listened to Him during His life here on earth. Jesus’ 
teachings are fully explained to us by the apostles. 

Through the words of the apostles we have 
considerable insight into the make-up of the kingdom of 
heaven about which Jesus spoke. Unlike Jesus, the 
apostles’ words are ordinarily presented in a 
straightforward manner. When an apostle employs 
symbolic speech in Scripture, as with other works of 
literature, we find that its figurative nature is ordinarily 
evident to the reader (Acts 10:1-4; Romans 11: 17-21; 1 
Corinthians 3: 5-9; Galatians 4: 21-31). After all, God 
had placed upon their shoulders the task of revealing the 
kingdom to all nations. While Paul’s epistles bear deep 
spiritual overtones, they are not written in cryptic code 
that few can understand, especially concerning matters 
of salvation. 

Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, and certain other 
epistles, were written to the general membership of the 
church body rather than a privileged group of 
theologians, and should be received with that in mind. 
They do not contain secret messages that only the most 
elite scholars can understand. God is an incredible 
communicator who has provided the bible as our map to 
eternal life. He would not covertly hide his real message 
from us. Therefore, unless the context offers 
commanding evidence to the contrary, we should always 
embrace the apostles’ words in the candid manner in 
which they are written. 

 
Steven A. Carlson 
Elder 

 

July Attendance and Offering Statistics 
 

Date  Attendance   Offering 
6th       86   $3,481.00 
 

13th       115   $2,585.95 
 

20th        121   $3,702.00 
 

27th       129   $3,143.00 

August Theme – Consider it all joy to lead. 
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Dear HCC family, 
Thank you so much for the Gift & Bible gift card.  I 
will put it to good use. It means so much to me to 
know I’ve had such love, support & prayers during 
these years in school. More than once I didn’t know 
how I would find the strength to finish. When I’d 
start to feel the strain, I’d say extra prayers & I 
could tough out another day. I had so many people 
send a thoughtful card or tell me they were praying 
for me. I wonder if they all know how much those 
prayers & Cards helped. Thanks again for all the 
love, 
In Christ, Shannon Clark 
 
HCC Label Collection 
Thank you for saving UPC labels of Spartan 
Products.  It is an on-going project and we advertise 
it probably once or twice a year.  We use it to 
provide books for the individual libraries at the 
various county jails.  
 
Marilyn for Chaplain Terry Haneckow 
Forgotten Man Ministries 
 
Reminder: there is a box out in the foyer for 
Spartan UPC labels. 
 
 “The Ranch” Vacation Bible School 
Sunday, 8/10 – 8/14, 6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Come enjoy a western style Vacation Bible School.  
All Buckaroos between the ages of 3 – 11 are 
welcome to Holt Christian Church, 2424 
Washington Road, between Holt & Willoughby 
Roads in Lansing, MI. The week will feature, wild 
Bible adventures, crafts, snacks and lots of western 
fun. Free!   
 
New Ladies Sunday School Study 
New ladies Sunday School study begins Aug. 17! 
"Managing Your Moods" a Women of Faith study. 
In this study we'll tackle the garden-variety moods 
and emotions we deal with every day. God has 
created us as emotional beings, capable of a wide 
variety of feelings. We'll learn that God's desire is 
that these feelings don't control us. All ladies are 
welcome.  Come ready to learn, grow, and laugh:-) 
Please let Deb Schneider know if you're planning 
on being a part of this study.   
 

 

Rock Lake Chrisitan Assembly 
August Activities 

• 3rd – 7th grade ~ All Girls Camp – 8/3 - 8 
• 3rd – 4th grade ~ Camp - 8/10 – 15 
• Ages 10 – Adult ~ Handi-Camp – 8/22 - 24 
• Labor Day Family Weekend – 8/29 - 9/1 
 
Great Christian College Upcoming Activities 
August 4 – 7  Boys Basketball Camp 
August 9  Golf Benefit 
September 19  Acappella Concert 
October 6  Madrigal Tickets on Sale 
December 4 – 6 Madrigals 
December 11 – 13 Madrigals 
 

GLCC Special Event Announcement 
Acappella Concert scheduled for  

September 19, 2008 at 7 p.m. 
 

Purchase tickets by calling 800-965-9324 or 
online, www.iTickets.com. 

 

Acappella celebrated their Twenty Fifth 
Anniversary in 2007. Acappella Ministries uses 
music to bring the message of God’s love to 
audiences across the country and around the world. 
Acappella is based solely upon the greatest 
instrument of music ever created – the human voice. 
Acappella’s album Radiance was the 2007 CARA 
Winner for Best Religious Album & Best Religious 
Song. 

 
August Cleaning Teams… 
 

Week of August 4th     - Open to Volunteers 
  
Week of August 11th      - Foy Small Group 
 
Week of August 18th     - D. Carlson and D. Schneider 
  

Week of August 25th    - Open to Volunteers 
 
August Communion/Offering Meditation 
Schedule… 
 

August 3rd   Jim Blair 
 

August 10th  Kirk Chauncey 
 

August 17th        Open 
 

August 24th   Alvin Kuest 
 

August 31st   Jim Blair 
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August Dates to Celebrate… 
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Leadership Corner… 

 
Consider It All Joy To Lead! 

 
Last week at Mission Sunday we were able to all 
share together in worship, but also hear about some 
of the missions believers at Holt Christian Church 
are supporting.  Supporting missions has always 
been a part of God's people and the Church has 
always understood the Commission given by our 
Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew 28:18-20.  What I 
think has become a problem for fulfilling this 
Commission is the idea that those who go need to 
be "Extra Special", where in fact they just need to 
see the need and respond. 
 
Sunday, I mentioned in my message that the 
"Perfect Word" is spread by imperfect people.  It is 

so amazing to see how God continues to accomplish 
His will and the spreading of His Mercy through 
Jesus Christ by using people with all sorts of 
problems.  I do not mean to say that God's people 
should not be Holy as He is Holy, but that even 
though I have all these problems going on in and 
around my life, if I am willing, God is able to 
accomplish His will through me. 
 
This allows each one of us, with so many different 
talents to come together as a body of Believers and 
share God's Word, all those around us know that 
what God does through us could not be from us.  
They see the mistakes, imperfections, errors and 
problems and then can not figure out why we still 
have so much hope for tomorrow.  They see the sins 
and then can not figure out why we are still so 
joyous, but they want to know or at least have it.  
Our Mission as a body of believers is to share Jesus 
Christ with those around where we live and also 
where those among us go (Our Missionaries).  Yes 
we need to do good deeds and kind acts but even 
more we need to be prepared to testify why we are 
as we are and Who  has caused us to be this way. 
 
Many of us here at Holt Christian Church have had 
our lives changed by imperfect people but now 
understand it was the Perfect Word that really 
changed us.  We can look back and see how great 
God is, as He has used people from all areas of life 
to share the news about His Son.  Our faith is not in 
perfect people but the Perfect Word of God given to 
us through Jesus Christ, "the Perfecter" of our lives. 
 
I know for a fact that is what Francisco, Raul, 
Antonio and I all believe.  We understand that we 
are not Perfect but we are made that way by Jesus 
Christ.  Christ's Mission in the Yucatan has as it's 
main Goal "to Start new Churches".  We believe 
that this is done by Christ perfected people that see 
the need and respond.  CMY and Holt C/C and all 
it's missions have this in common.  Let us all open 
our eyes on to the fields, see the need and then 
respond as one body.  God Bless each one of you 
and the ministry that God has placed before you. 
 
 
Craig Gates 
Missionary to CMY 

�
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July 6 - Ready or Not...(to evangelize) 
Acts 17:16-34 

 

Paul had no intention of preaching to or challenging the 
culture of Athens. I mean...this was the intellectual 
center of the world! Mercy! But as he cooled his heels 
there in Athens awaiting the arrival of Timothy and 
Silas...something happened. Whether he was ready or 
not, he was called on to be the Lord’s witness. Note the 
principles that Paul followed in his witnessing: 
 
1. He was distressed by idolatry ... 
   The word “distressed” was used of seizures... 
    Idolatry is any attempt to localize God, confining Him       
    to the limits  we impose... 
    John warns us all about idolatry as well...1 John 5:21 
 
2. He was prepared to speak, wherever... 
    Paul’s education shows here... 
    Paul quotes 2 different Greek (actually Cretan) poets... 
    He challenges the philosophies of his day... 
    We need to be ones who understand our times... 
    1 Chron. 12:32 
 
3. He crafted his message to his audience. 
    In light of his audience, he avoided: 
 � Old Testament references... 
 � Talk of prophetic fulfillment... 
 

But he shares Christ—at their level...and wins some! 
 
 

July 13 - Living the Vision 
1 Corinthians 9:19-27 

 
The vision that energized Jesus is the same one that 
needs to animate us. Jesus came to seek and save the 
lost...so ought we! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul shares with us the ways in which he tried to fulfill 
this vision—ways we can learn! In order to win as 
many as possible... 
 
 
1. We become slaves to everyone...v. 19 
    Note, this is self-imposed... 
    This is just restating what we’ve already discussed— 
    “consider others better than ourselves”  
    (Philippians 2:3) 
 
2. We set aside personal preferences...vv.20-22 
    Note how we adapt to the cultures among us... 
    We seem to be a cultureless people... 
    This is the hardest of all...to give up personal       
     “rights...” 
 
3. We do this for the sake of the Gospel...vv.23-27 
    We need to remember that the gospel is the only hope   
    for the world! 
     So Paul concludes with a reminder of the discipline  
     we need to be fellow partakers... 
 
The important question for us today is, “Am I willing to 
live the vision?” 
 
  

July 20 ~ Brian Carter Concert  
 

His goal was to facilitate an inward journey for 
people to explore their relationship with their 
Creator through Scripture, songs & stories.   

 
 

July 27 – Mission Fair 
Craig Gates, Matt Honig & Adriana Neuenschwander 
gave updates during the Sunday School hour.  Craig 
Gates & Matt Honig gave sermonette’s during the 
worship hour. 


